v

fsfe

Software Licensing is like Programming

Adriaan de Groot

gr oot @ sf eur ope. org

Free Software Foundation Europe, FTF

Software Licensing is like Programming — October 16 2009 — ELCE 2009, Grenoble, France —p. 1



v

fsfe

What shall we do with a software license?
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What shall we do with a software license?

Everybody sing!

$ Violate it daily till Harald stops us

® Pretend it isn’t there and go our own way
® Ship it and then hope that no one spots it
o

Engage with the upstream and send patches
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Who is this guy?

s Long time Free Software contributor

s Software Quality researcher

o Freedom Task Force coordinator

o Father of two
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What Is the FSFE?

s Free Software Foundation Europe

s Policy work at EU level

o Freedom Task Force
... IANAL
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What is the FTF?

»

»

o

Services for Free Software projects

Legal administrative support for Free Software projects

Services to business
Knowledge development
European Legal Network

Supports the IFOSSLR

fsfe
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Licensing

Licensing is a lot like programming

s |t's fun!
s Bugs happen
s It's infuriating to debug

» Folks just want things to be fixed

I | : ; I ‘ ! Software Licensing is like Programming — October 16 2009 — ELCE 2009, Grenoble, France —p. 7



v

fsfe

Is it a problem?

It's 20009.
Surely compliance is
no longer an issue?
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Is it a problem?

@d-98,7 +98,6 @@
vegas- >baseRTT = Ox7fffffff;
vegas_enabl e(sk) ;
}
- EXPORT_SYMBOL_GPL(tcp_vegas init);
+EXPORT_SYMBOL(tcp_vegas_init);

/+ Do RTT sanpling needed for Vegas.
* Basically we:
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Licensing is a lot like programming
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cl ass License {
pr ot ect ed:
Li cense(std::string nane);
public:
t ypedef enum {
Use, Study, Modify,
Distribute, Patent } Rol es;
virtual bool allows(Role r) const;

bool isFree() const { return allows(Use) && all ows(Study) && all ows(M
b
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class GPL :

public:
GPL()
vi rtual

return r

fsfe

public License {

Li cense(" GPLV2") {}

bool

all ows(Role r) const {

I = Pat ent ;
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cl ass MyProgram:
public:

\ !WPrograrr() {}

fsfe

public GPL, public MPL {
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Licensing is a lot like programming

s Inthe small, it's easy (theoretically).

s Inthe large, it’'s hard (practically).
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How a License Works

s Computer software is a creative work
s Copyright grants the creator exclusive control
s Some uses are allowed always by law

s All other use governed by license

| : ; I ‘ ! Software Licensing is like Programming — October 16 2009 — ELCE 2009, Grenoble, France — p. 15



v

What a License Does

o Allows certain uses

s States certain requirements

fsfe
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Rights possibly granted by a license
» Grants the right to use
s Grants the right to study
s Grants the right to modify
s Grants the right to distribute
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Requirements possibly imposed by a license
» Requires you to retain the copyright notice
s Requires you to optionally send beer to PHK
s Requires you to apply the same license later
s Requires you to send modifications to a central location

» Requires you to grant a patent license
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License Compatibility

Programs A and B independent

fsfe

ALy

B:: L1

Software
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Programs A and B boxed together

fsfe

ALy

B:: L4
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What the GPLv2 Does

GPLVv2 grants:

» Clause 0: The act of running the Program is not
restricted.

s The right to study, implicitly.

s Clause 2: You may modify your copy or copies of the
Program or any portion of it.

s Clause 1: You may copy and distribute verbatim copies.
Clause 2: ... and copy and distribute such modifications.
Clause 3: You may copy and distribute the Program in
object code
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GPLvV2 requires:
» Nothing for use
s Nothing for study

» Notification of modification
Clause 2a-c: You must cause the modified files to carry
prominent notices ...

o Continuation of license for source distribution
Clause 2b: You must cause any work that you distribute
... under the terms of this License.

s Source code offer for binary distribution
Clause 3a-c: Accompany it with the complete
corresponding machine-readable source code.
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6. Each time you redistribute the Program (or any work based on the Program), the
recipient automatically receives a license from the original licensor to copy, distribute
or modify the Program subject to these terms and conditions. You may not impose any
further restrictions on the recipients’ exercise of the rights granted herein. You are not
responsible for enforcing compliance by third parties to this License.
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What the GPLv2 Doesn’'t Do

s Clause 5: You are not required to accept this License,
since you have not signed it.

s Trailer: This General Public License does not permit
Incorporating your program into proprietary programs.
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“GPLv2 Unsound”

s Truly awful reporting

s The real headline is “some parts of te GPLv2,
especially regarding derivative works, are ambiguous
and might be interpreted weakly in court, but this has
never been tested.”
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Licensing is a lot like programming

Individual statements taken together have a collective
effect; each individual statement has subtleties.
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Let’s engage in licentious behaviour!
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Violating the GPLv2
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File Edit View Go Bookmarks Settings Window Help {L(
G vH- L@ Qo |# http://pkg.bionicmutton.org:10000/en/catalog.shtm| av v
=l [®] License | CKEditor {2 # Mozilla Public License vers... | |=] Package Catalog %

~

United States | English M

Packages Search Statistics
Home >

Package Catalog |
KDEaccessibility 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090901T210340Z Install & Manifest
KDEadmin 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090901T204317Z Install & Manifest
KDEartwork 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090901T211356Z Install & Manifest
KDEbase-apps 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090901T1326312 Install & Manifest
KDEbase-runtime 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090901T1310412 Install & Manifest
KDEbase-workspace 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090901T125516Z Install & Manifest
KDEedu 4.3.0,5.11-1:2009090172147502 Install & Manifest
KDEgames 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090901T220250Z Install & Manifest
KDEgdm-integration 4.3.1,5.11-0.111:20090906T224004Z Iinstall & Manifest
KDEgraphics 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090901T2223282 Install & Manifest
KDEI10n 4.3.0,5.11-0.111:20090902T204346Z Install & Manifest
KDEI10n-ar 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090902T0907212 Install & Manifest
KDEI10n-bg 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090902T0910172 Install & Manifest
KDEI10n-bniN 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090902T0912227 Install & Manifest
d KDEI1l0n-ca 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090902T092058Z Install & Manifest
‘ KDEIl0On-cs 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090902T092511Z Install & Manifest

KDEI10n-csb 4.3.0,5.11-1:20090902T0927252 Seftwate Lieansing is like Programming — Octo
vl ne A= A IANAC TT O1-O3AAOOOACADSTAOAAT T Tmetall Tl SR



Returning to compliance is not difficult

s But you do have to do some work

s You do have to do it quick
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Looking for violations

http://www.loohuis-consulting.nl/downloads/compliance-manual.pdf
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The redistributor is responsible!

fsfe
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Permission is granted ...

Copyright 2009 by Adriaan de Groot <groot@fsfeurope.org>

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a
copy of this software and associated documentation files (the "Software”),
to deal in the Software without restriction, including without limitation the
rights to use, copy, modify, merge, publish, distribute, sublicense, and/or
sell copies of the Software, and to permit persons to whom the Software is
furnished to do so, subject to the following conditions:

The above copyright notice and this permission notice shall be included in
all copies or substantial portions of the Software.

... and to ask questions?
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